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SUBJECT: PANDAY REMOVED AS LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

1 . AFTER WEEKS OF RUMORED CONFLICT WITHIN THE LEADERSHIP 
OF THE OPPOSITION UNITED LABOR FRONT (ULF) BASDEO PANDAY 
WAS OUSTED AS LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION ON AUGUST 9 BY HIS 
PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE. NO PUBLIC DECISION HAS BEEN 
REACHED CONCERNING A SUCCESSOR, BUT CHIEF WHIP FAFFIQUE 
SHAH IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED THE FRONT RUNNER. IN BRIEFING 
THE PRESS ON PANDAY S DISMISSAL, CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
GEORGE WEEKES, GEORGE SAMMY AND RAFFIQUE SHAH CLAIMED THAT 
PANDAY HAD LOST THE ULF'S CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT, AND THEY 
ACCUSED HIM OF DIVERGING FROM THE PARTY'S POSITIONS 

ON RACE, ON TOBAGO'S STATUS AND OTHER ISSUES. THEY ALSO 
ALLEGED THAT PANDAY WAS SEEKING TO ENTRENCH HIMSELF AS 
ABSOLUTE PARTY LEADER. 

2. PANDAY, WHO DID NOT ATTEND THE SIX HOUR CENTRAL COM 
MITTEE SESSION WHICH VOTED HIS REMOVAL, CLAIMED THIS 
ACTION WAS THE WORK OF EXTREMISTS WITHIN THE CENTRAL 
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COMMITTEE WHO HAD NO SUPPORT FROM THE MEMBERSHIP AND WHO 
WERE ATTEMPTING TO "HIJACK’' THE PARTY. MAINTAINING THAT 
ONLY THE MEMBERSHIP SHOULD DECIDE THE LEADERSHIP ISSUE, 
PANDAY CLLED FOR A SPECIAL PARTY CONGRESS AT THE 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME FOR THIS PURPOSE. HOWEVER. HE 
REPORTEDLY STATED THAT "THERE WILL BE NO SPLIT IN THE 
PARTY" AND THAT HE REMAINED COMMITTED TO AFRICAN-INDIAN 
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WORKING-CLASS UNITY. 

3. PANDAY'S STATUS IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR, SINCE HE REMAINS 
THE OFFICIAL LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION UNTIL HE IS FORMALLY 
DISMISSED BY THE PRESIDENT OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. UNTIL 
THEN, HE COULD THEORETICALLY REVOKE THE APPOINTMENTS OF 
THE SIX ULF SENATORS AND PERHAPS CAUSE OTHER DIFFICULTIES 
FOR THE PARTY. MOREOVER, HE ALSO COULD BE REINSTATED 
EVENTUALLY AS LEADER BY A FULL PARTY CONGRESS, A POSSIBILITY 
WHICH CANNOT BE OVERLOOKED IN VIEW OF HIS RECENT UNANIMOUS 
ELECTION AS PRESIDENT GENERAL OF THE 15,000-MEMBER SUGAR- 
WORKERS’ UNION AND HIS CONSIDERABLE GRASSROOTS SUPPORT. 

4. THE EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ULF 
SITUATION WHEN THE PICTURE BECOMES CLEARER. IT IS 
QUITE OBVIOUS, HOWEVER, THAT DEVELOPMENTS THIS WEEK 
FURTHER DIMINISH THE ULF'S POTENTIAL TO PROVIDE 
EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION TO THE WILLIAMS GOVERNMENT. 

BIO DATA ON SHAH, WHO HEADS THE ISLAND WIDE CANE FARMERS 
TRADE UNION AND IS CONSIDERED TO REPRESENT THE LEFT 
WING OF THE ULF, IS AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON. 
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